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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
MINISTER OF COMMUNITY 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES 


The Ontario government is about to 
dismantle welfare as we know it. We’re going 
to replace it with more effective programs 
that: 


¢ help people get education, training, 
and jobs 


¢ give adults financial support for food, 
shelter, clothing and other personal 
needs while they make their way back 
to work 


¢ provide a monthly cheque to all low- 
income families with children 


Our goals are straightforward: we want 
to help people move as quickly as possible 
back to work, we want to make sure that 
people who aren’t able to work receive long- 
term support, and we want to help families 
raise their children without having to rely on 
welfare. 


This brochure outlines, in broad brush 
strokes, three new programs now being 
developed by the Ontario government. While 
the fine points will be decided over the next 
18 months, we’re committing ourselves to a 
firm timetable — the new programs will be in 
place in 1995. | 


Ontario’s new programs are part of the 
government’s plan for investing in people and 
jobs. The plan includes jobsOntario Training, 


new pay equity legislation, employment 
equity, raising the minimum wage, better 
access to child care, and more non-profit 
housing. 


I’m proud to be part of this sweeping 
change. The welfare system doesn’t work. It’s 
time to build an active system that meets the 
real needs of all Ontarians and to build a 
better future for our children. 


The Honourable Tony Silipo 
Minister of Community and Social Services 


WHY DO AWAY WITH 
WELFARE? 


If there’s one thing that just about everyone 
agrees with, it is that Ontario’s welfare 
system isn’t working. 


It is not helping people to learn new 
skills and find work. 


The system is confusing. It is made up of 
two different sets of legislation, regulations, 
policies, guidelines, administrations and 
categories. A lot of people say they see the 
system as a big maze — a maze in which they 
lose sight of their rights, responsibilities and 
dignity. 

And it’s an expensive system. Over the 
past few years, the number of people needing 
welfare has skyrocketed. The recession and 
free trade have put more people out of work 
and onto welfare than at any time in our 
province’s history. Today, one in nine 
Ontarians — more than 1.2 million people — 
relies on welfare. 


WHAT WILL REPLACE 
WELFARE? 


The Ontario government will replace welfare 
as we know it with three new programs: 


¢ The Ontario Child Income Program 
will provide a monthly cheque to 
parents with low incomes — including 
parents who are working full-time — to 
help them provide for their children’s 
basic needs. 


¢ The Ontario Adult Benefit will help 
adults meet their own basic needs as 
they move toward independence. 


¢ JOB LINK will help adults to become 
independent by connecting them to 
education, training and jobs. 


ONTARIO CHILD INCOME 
PROGRAM 


Today in Ontario, more than 500,000 
children live in families that depend on 
welfare. But it’s not just children living in 
welfare households who are poor. 
Thousands of children live in homes where 
one or both parents work full-time at wages 
that are so low their families live in poverty. 


The welfare system provides parents 
with benefits for their children. But 
providing benefits in this way puts a 
roadblock in the path of parents who want 
to work. For unemployed parents, taking a 
job and leaving the welfare system means 
giving up children’s benefits and losing 
access to other supports such as 
prescription drugs. 


To improve the lives of children 
living in poor families and provide 
benefits in a way that supports parents 
in their desire to work, the Ontario 
government will remove children’s benefits 
from the welfare system. We will replace 
them with a major new benefit — the 
Ontario Child Income Program. 
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Here are some of the key features of the 
Ontario Child Income Program: 


¢ a cheque will be sent each month to all 
low-income families in Ontario — 
including low-income families 
with parents working full-time 


¢ the size of the cheque will depend on 
the income of the family as reported in 
their income tax returns; families with 
the lowest incomes will receive the 
largest benefits 


¢ the total benefits that a family is 
eligible to receive will depend on the 
number of children in the family 


The creation of a new Ontario Child 
Income Program will be a big step forward 
in the way children’s benefits are delivered. It 
will remove one of the obstacles to work by 
not forcing parents to give up benefits 
for their children when they take a job. And 
benefits will go to all low-income families, 
not just those on welfare. 


ONTARIO ADULT BENEFIT | 


The Ontario Child Income Program will 
help parents provide for their children’s 
needs without having to go on welfare. But 
unemployed adults also have needs. 


The Ontario Adult Benefit will help 
adults meet their basic needs while making 
the transition to work. It will also provide 


long-term income to those who aren’t able to 
work. 


Here are some of the key features of the 
Ontario Adult Benefit: 


¢ asingle monthly cheque will replace 
the benefits now delivered under 
General Welfare Assistance and Family 
Benefits programs 


e the benefit will take into account the 
cost of food, clothing, shelter and 
personal needs 


¢ eligibility for the benefit will be 
determined by a needs test that 
_-measures income and assets 


* a long-term income supplement will be 
given to Ontario Adult Benefit 
recipients who aren't able to work full- 
time 

¢ extra financial help will be given to 
persons with disabilities to cover 
disability related expenses 


The new Ontario Adult Benefit will be 
fairer and simpler than the current General 
Welfare Assistance/Family Benefits system. It 
will replace a complicated two-tier system 
with one program and one set of rules that 
will be applied in the same way across the 
province. 


JOB LINK 


Most people on welfare want to work. But it’s 
hard to find work when changing 
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technologies and new industries mean your 
skills are no longer wanted, or if you have 
difficulties reading and writing. 


Even when your skills are up-to-date, it’s 
hard to work when you have children but no 
access to child care or when you have a 
disability but no supports to overcome the 
disability. 

The Ontario government will create a 
new system called JOB LINK to help 
Ontario Adult Benefit recipients prepare 
for and find work. 


Here are some of the key features of 
JOB LINK: 


¢ JOB LINK will be available to 
Ontario Adult Benefit recipients 
who are able to work. 


¢ JOB LINK will help clients develop a 
personalized plan that outlines the 
supports they’ll need to return to 
work. 


¢ When mature, JOB LINK will place 
participants in over 100,000 places in 
Ontario’s high schools, community 
colleges, training courses, and pre- 
employment programs, and connect 
them to apprenticeship programs and 
workplaces. 


¢ When Ontario Adult Benefit clients 
participate in JOB LINK, their benefit 
will be replaced by an Employment 
and Training Allowance. The 
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Employment and Training Allowance will 
take into account both basic needs and the 
added expenses involved in searching for a 
job, training, education and employment 
preparation. 


The creation of JOB LINK will represent 
a fundamental turning point in the Ontario 
government’s approach to welfare. Instead of 
just providing people with cheques, we’ll be 
helping people to learn new skills, find work, 
and earn their own cheques. 


FIRST NATIONS AND 
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES 


The Ontario government has signed a 
Statement of Political Relationship with the 
Ontario First Nations. The Statement 
recognizes the inherent right of First Nations 
to be self-governing. 


The Ontario government has begun 
discussions with the First Nations on a 
parallel process for welfare reform that 
respects their rights to self-government. The 
government will also be holding discussions 
with representatives of off-reserve Aboriginal 
peoples. 


WHEN WILL ONTARIO’S NEW 
PROGRAMS BE IN PLACE? 


Ontario’s welfare system is a huge system 


involving billions of dollars, hundreds of 
thousands of clients, and thousands of 


workers. Changing such a large system will 
take time. 


The Ontario government will be 
introducing the legislation needed to set up 
its new supports by late 1993. We expect the 
Ontario Child Income Program, the 
Ontario Adult Benefit and JOB LINK to 
be operating in 1995. 


WHAT HAPPENS UNTIL THEN? 


The General Welfare Allowance and Family 
Benefits programs will continue to provide 
benefits to Ontarians in need until the new 
programs are in place. 


HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT THE NEW PROGRAMS? 


The Ontario Child Income Program, The 
Ontario Adult Benefit and JOB LINK are 
described in more detail in a public paper 
called Turning Point, New Support 
Programs for People with Low Incomes. 
For a free copy of the paper, mail in the 
coupon on the back of this brochure. Or 
call toll-free 1-800-461-2036 outside of 
Metro Toronto calling area, 327-7730 
within the Metro Toronto calling area or 
1-800-387-5559 service (TDD) for people 
with hearing/speech disabilities. 


© Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 1993 
ISBN 0-7778-1569-9 
50M/7/93 ® 





’D LIKE MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT ONTARIO’S NEW 
PROGRAMS 


Please send me a free copy of 
Turning Point, New Support Programs 
for People with Low Incomes. 


My name is 


My address is 


Please mail this form to: 
TURNING POINT 
c/o the Honourable Tony Silipo 


Minister of Community and 
Social Services 


6th Floor, Hepburn Block 
80 Grosvenor St. 
Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1E9 


Or just call the toll-free line at 

1-800-461-2036 outside of 
Metro Toronto, 

327-7730 — Metro Toronto 

1-800-387-5559 — TDD Service 
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